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Law
 The criminal justice system is guided by various laws that govern the proceeding of the trial to determine whether a person is guilty or not.  An arrest, preliminary hearing and grand jury are the different procedures that a person suspected of committing crime undergoes in a court. These procedures are not as repetitive as they serve different purposes.
 Criminal justice dictates that when a person is suspected of committing a crime or planning a crime, a warrant of arrest is issued for the person to be held in police custody for a minimum of 24 hours before initial appearance (United States Department of Justice, n.d).   Failure to arraign the suspect within the required time violates the sixth defendant Amendment right to a speedy trial, and therefore, the defendant is set free (United States Department of Justice, n.d). Also, filing a complaint at the U.S district court with a signed affidavit is used during the arrest process.  The affidavit is used to explain the crime committed by the accused which is also used to determine the existence of a probable cause that the accused committed the crime. An arrest is usually made by the police department when a person is found breaking the law. 
On the contrary, a preliminary hearing plays a critical role in determining whether there is sufficient evidence or probable cause to proceed with the case. A preliminary hearing involves judges, public and lawyers from both sides (United States Department of Justice, n.d).  Usually, the defendant has the right to request a preliminary hearing within ten days of arrest on complaint (Schmalleger, 2017). The prosecutor has to prove that there was a probable cause for the case to proceed in a court system. In a preliminary hearing, the judge decides whether there is enough evidence to send the defendant into the trial (United States Department of Justice, n.d).  The defense does not have to necessarily present evidence during the preliminary hearing.  However, when a grand jury presents an indictment before the arrest of a suspect, a preliminary hearing is not carried out. 
On the other hand, a grand jury is used by the prosecutors to decide whether to place criminal charges or indictment against the defendant (United States Department of Justice, n.d). Unlike a preliminary hearing a grand jury is usually reserved for serious felonies such as second-degree murder, sexual conduct with a minor, among others (United States Department of Justice, n.d).  A grand jury seating consists of more than twenty members, and the hearing occurs a few days typically in a month for one year before the jury is changed. A grand jury is done only in the presence of the prosecutors.  The Grand jury plays a role of exploiting all the possible evidence available to be used for the decision of whether to indict the suspect (Schmalleger, 2017). The grand jury is confidential where the witnesses are free to give their testimonies, and also the reputation of the defendant is protected in the incidence of failure of an indictment (Schmalleger, 2017.  The final decision of whether to prosecute a federal crime rests at the hands of the grand jury. 
Furthermore, the grand jury is critical in deciding the indictment of a defendant in which it allows the beginning of the trial process (Schmalleger, 2017). In incidences of failure of indictment from the jury, the prosecutor will be required to prove to the judge that she has a strong case that allows her to proceed to the trial process.  The prosecutor presents evidence that is impartial and exculpatory  to prove that the defendant is not guilty. 
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